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Spastics 

told: no 
sports 


for you 


Fie hopes, JP of tour 

spastic athletes were 
high as they set off for 
France to compete in the 
International Sports for 
the Multi-Disabled. They 
had trained hard, and felt 
they had a good chance of 
- success. 

But their hopes were dashed 
when they arrived at Ker- 
pape, where the sports were 
held. They were told that 

- there were no competitions 
for spastics, and that — they 
would be unable to take part. 


Protest 


Now a strong protest has been 
made to the organisers of 
the games, about the poor 
arrangements. The  Presi- 
dent of the British Sports 
Association for the Disabled, 
Professor Sir Ludwig Gutt- 
mann, who invited the spas- 
tics to take part in the 
games, made the protest at a 
meeting of the Executive- 
Committee of the Inter- 
national Sport Organisation 
for the Disabled. 

Sir Ludwig.had previously pro- 
tested to the Technical Offi- 
cer of the French Sport Or- 
ganisation for the Disabled 
about the “dictatorial and in- 
efficient handling of the or- 
ganisation of various dis- 
abled people, including spas- 
tics.” 

In a letter to Sir Ludwig, Mr. 
Derek Lancaster-Gaye, Assist- 
ant Director (Services) for 
The Spastics Society, said the 
way in which the four spas- 
tic competitors were treated, 
was an insult to their intel- 
ligence. They had left for 
France at short notice, to 
take part in the games, only 
to find on arrival that there 
were no events in which they 
could compete. They were 
then invited to take part in 
a tame demonstration of ath- 
letic events. 


Disappointed 


Mr. H. E. S. Edwards, Physical 
Education Adviser to The 
Spastics Society, who accom- 
panied the spastic athletes to 
the games, said: “We were 
extremely disappointed. Our 
competitors were prepared 
to compete in almost any of 
the events, but were told 
this would not be possible. 

“T don’t think the trip was a 
waste of time. We have 
shown people from other 
countries just what spastics 
can do when it comes to 
sport. We are pioneering the 
way for spastic athletes and 
I think our efforts will en- 
courage overseas spastics to 
take part in sporting events.” 

The four spastic athletes who 
travelled to Kerpape for 
the games are: Colin Fitz- 
gerald and David Small, of 
Meadway Works, Birming- 
ham, Nicholas Bentley, a for- 
mer Thomas Delarue School 
pupil, and Vi Catlow, of Oak- 
wood Further Education 
Centre. 
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leen Parberry, aresident of Drummonds who presented a posy of 
flowers to the Duchess of Kent. 


David went to No. 10 


Right Royal day 


@ ; 
T[‘HE Duchess of Kent performed her first official 
function as Patron of The Spastics Society in 
October when she opened Drummonds Adult Resi- 
dential Centre, at Feering, Colchester, Essex. And 
she heard that the spastics who live and work at 
Drummonds were among the very lucky ones—there 
were queues of others waiting for places in Centres 
like it. So many, declared the Chairman, Mr. W. A. 
Burn, that the Society had stopped keeping waiting 
lists for fear of raising false hopes. 


Mr. Burn said at the opening ceremony: “The Society 
is deeply concerned about the conditions in which many 


handicapped people are obliged to live. 


In fact the 


disabled, as a minority group are in danger of becoming a 
depressed class, and many of them and their families 
suffer inconvenience, hardship, deprivation and financial 


embarrassment. 


“Although we have succeed- 
ed in training many spastics for 
competitive employment there 
are others so severely handi- 
capped that they must remain 
at home or live in institutions. 
Their earning power is often 
negligible or entirely non- 
existent and they can be a 
tremendous financial burden 
upon their parents. We do what 
we can to relieve this burden 
but we are very conscious that 
we cannot do nearly enough 
yet, and that many families 
with handicapped people still 
have to accept relatively low 
living standards. 


Chalienge 


“This situation presents a 
challenge to modern society 
which I am sure, if its imagina- 
tion is aroused, it is capable of 
meeting, so that ultimately, no 
disabled person need be a 
second class citizen.” 


The Duchess arrived at near- 
by Kelvedon Cricket Club by 


‘helicopter to be met by the 


Lord Lieutenant of Essex, Col. 
Sir John Ruggles-Brice, and the 
Chief Constable, Mr. J. C. 
Nightingale. She then drove to 
Drummonds to be met by the 
High Sheriff of Essex, the Hon. 
R. C. Butler, Mr. Burn, and 
prominent people in the life of 


to meet the moon men Continued on Page 2 


AVID Tyler, a pupil at The 
Spastics Society’s Wilfred 
Pickles School had the thrill 
of his 15-year-old life when he 
was invited to No. 10 Downing 
Street to meet the Apollo II 
astronauts. 
David had followed the trip 
to the moon and back with 


great excitement, and he “just 
couldn’t believe it was happen- 


ee 


A special handshake for spastic David Tyler, of Hatfield, from Col. 


ing to me” when an invitation 
arrived from the Prime Minis- 
ter and Mrs. Wilson requesting 
the pleasure of his company at 
a reception for the famous 
space trio. 

The reception was planned to 
allow the astronauts to meet 
people from all walks of British 
life, and David _ proudly 
represented spastics. “It was 
the most wonderful evening of 
my life” says David. Not sur- 


Edwin Aldrin, at the astronauts’ reception held at 10 Downing Street. 
(Photo by courtesy of Westminster Press Limited) . 


prisingly, for not only did he 
meet the astronauts, but he 
chatted to the Prime Minister, 
Mrs. Wilson, Edward Heath, 
Jeremy Thorpe, Sir Alec Rose, 
Bobby Moore, actor. Kenneth 
More, actresses Nyree Dawn 
Porter and Susan Hampshire, 
and many other famous people. 

As he is very interested in 
politics, and visits the House of 
Commons several times a year 
to listen to debates, David was 
very thrilled to meet politicians 
like Lord Chalfont, and Mr. 
Horace King, the Speaker, and 
Mr. Fred Peart, Leader of the 
House. All were very kind to 
him, and Lord Chalfont has 
sent David a ticket for the 
State Opening of  Parlia- 
ment, 


Chat with P.M. 


The Prime Minister spoke to 
David for some time, and 
proved to be very knowledge- 
able not only about the 
problems of spastics, but also 
of their achievements. In fact, 
he told David: “There is a 
great future for spastics in this 
country.” 

Now, after the thrill of a life- 
time, David is back at school, 
busy with his studies, the 
Scouts, and all the other things 
which make up the life of a 
boy — handicapped or able- 
bodied. But what a tale he has 
to tell of the evening that on 
behalf of Britain’s spastics he 
went to the Prime Minister’s 
house to meet the men who 
walked on the moon, 


VIEWERS 
PRAISE 
FILM 


ay HREE for Society,” The 

Spastics Society’s film 
which tells of the lives, 
hopes and problems of three 
spastics was shown on 


Eamonn Andrews “Today” 
television programme and 
resulted in a very appre- 
ciative and sympathetic res- 


ponse from viewers. 


Many of them wrote to 
Eamonn Andrews telling 
him how much they admired 
the courage of Anthony, 
Janice and Michael, the 
three spastic “stars” of the 
film. 

“They were. wonderful 
people” said one _ writer; 
“bravery is a very inade- 
quate word to describe such 
courage”, said another. 

“Three for Society” is 
available for showing and 
can be booked from the Film 
Secretary, The  Spastics 
Society, 12 Park Crescent, 
London, W.1, 


Relax 
ina 
Radox 
bath 


After a hard day relax in a Radox bath. 
Have the water just comfortably hot. Slide right down in 
the bath. Linger in it for at least 10 minutes. 

Fatigue and tension just float away in warm water made 
soothing and fragrant by Radox. It’s a comfort to both 
tired mind and weary body. Your skin is left aa = 
smooth, soft and refreshed. Soap lathers | 

better. Hardwater scum and ‘high tide marks’ Radox 
are eliminated. A quick rinse with plain | 

water and the bath is left clean and inviting. 

Then, off to bed: relaxed in body and mind. 

You'll sleep better and wake refreshed. 


Radox makes abath special. | 
ee 


A NICHOLAS @) PRODUCT, BATH ROAD, SLOUGH, BUCKS. 
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Sout 


treatment unit 
for children - 


i Ewe new £22,500 Treatment Centre for Physically Handicapped 

Children nearing completion at Southend-on-Sea General 
Hospital, Essex, is part of a planned programme by The Spastics 
Society to encourage the provision of treatment units in various 


parts of Britain. 


Mr. M. R.-H. Stopford, Head 
of the Services Liaison Depart- 
ment of The Spastics Society, 
said similar units had already 
been established by the Society 
in several towns, including 
Bath, Derby, Chester and Clat- 
terbridge (Liverpool). 

“The Society recognises the 
financial difficulties regional 
hospital boards face in provid- 
ing this type of facility,” he 
said. 

“We therefore try to ease 
the burden, particularly in 
parts of the country where the 
pressure on hospitals is great- 
est.” 


Mr. Stopford added that the 
greater part of the cost of 
establishing the units was 


Duchess at 
Drummonds 


Continued from Page 1 


Essex, the Society, and of the 
Centre. 

Following the address of wel- 
come by Mr. Burn, the Duchess 
declared the Centre open (read 
her full speech on Page 6 of 
“Spastics News”) and unveiled 
a commemorative plaque. 

In thanking the Duchess, Mr. 
T. M. Thomas, Chairman of 
Drummonds Management Com- 
mittee, said that to run a suc- 
cessful residential centre, three 
vital components were needed 
and Drummonds was_ very 
lucky in them all. They were 
the residents, those who care 
for them, and the building it- 
self. “Put the three together 
and you have a fine home,” said 
Mr. Thomas... “This is a very 
happy home, and we will keep 
it that way.” 

Mr. James Loring, the Direc- 
tor of the Society, said that 
British voluntary organisations 
were very fortunate to have the 
full support of members of the 
Royal Family, and this gave a 
special quality of continuity to 
their work. 

Following the official cere- 
mony, the Duchess toured the 
Centre, with the Lord Lieu- 
tenant, Mr. Burn, Mr. Thomas, 
and the Warden of Drum- 
monds, Mr. Raymond Smith. 

It was a proud day for Mr. 
Smith, and his wife, Joan, who 
is the Matron of Drummonds, 
and even the weather conspired 
to give a sunny send-off to the 
new Centre. 

(Full picture report on cen- 
tre pages). 


Harvest Gift 


Residents of Kyre Park Spas- 
tics Centre were the recipients 
of produce used to decorate the 
Parish Church of St. James the 
Great, Pensax, Worcestershire, 
for the harvest festival ser- 
vice. 


For 
CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
made by 
SPASTICS 
Send for illustrated 
brochures to 


The Homework Section 
Sales Office 

16 Fitzroy Square 
London, W.1 


ale BE 


borne by The Spastics Society. 
However, subsequent running 
costs were borne by the hospi- 
tals and other responsible 
authorities of which the units 
became a part. 


This Year 


It was hoped that the South- 
end-on-Sea unit — which is 
being constructed as part of 
large scale extensions to the 
Southend-on-Sea General Hosp- 
ital — would be ready for occu- 
pation later in the year. 

Up to 30 handicapped child- 
ren including spastics will be 
accommodated at the unit, for 
therapy, educational assess- 
ment and day care. Advice to 
parents of spastics will also 
be available. 

Normal hospital services and 
specialist facilities will be 
available to the handicapped 
children, including spastics. 


The Unit will be run in addi- 
tion to the Day Centre opera- 
ted by the Southend-on-Sea and 
District Spastics Society. This 
Centre provides day care and 
occupational activities for a 
different group of spastics. 

The Southend Society will 
be asked to give voluntary 
assistance with the running of 
-the new unit. 


SHOOTING AIDS 
CENTRE FUNDS 


A shooting competition held 
at Windsor Race Course by 
the High Wycombe and District 
Spastics Society, raised almost 
£50. 


The money will go towards 
the running and up-keep of 
the Society’s Day Centre at 
High Wycombe. It is hoped to 
hold a similar shoot again next 
year. 


ANOTHER GROUP TO 


“SPREAD THE WORD” 


NEW spastics Group has 

been formed which covers 
the Boroughs of Worksop and 
Retford in Nottingham and 
their rural districts. This area 
previously came under the con- 
trol of the Newark Group. 


The new group, to be called 
the Dukeries Spastics Society, 
will cater for the 15 known 
spastics in the area, eight of 
whom are under 16 years of 
age. 

Speaking at the inaugural 
meeting of the Group, Mr. 
N. E. Geddes, The Spastics 
Society’s Regional Officer, said 


that one of the aims of the 
newly-formed Group would be 
to put over the idea that a 
spastic should be accepted as 
any other person with a handi- 
cap. 

Mrs. J. M. Wooler, the newly- 
appointed Chairman, said she 
was primarily concerned with 
the unregistered spastics in the 
area who could benefit by 
being members of the society. 
“We are not interested in push- 
ing ourselves into the homes of 
people not needing help,” she 
said, “But we are deeply inter- 
ested in spreading the word 
that there is a local society.” 


Highlight of the London Scouts’ Agoonorees is the Agoonoree Olympics, 
in which wheelchair sports are a major feature. Above, handicapped 
and non-handicapped work together during the “‘sticky bun” race. 
Below: Four spastic scouts take a breather at the Six Counties Scout 
Camp. They are: Paul Nicholls and Tony Perry (wheelchairs), and Carl 

Jones and Nigel Higgins (standing). 


JEREMY HELPS RUN A 


RAILWAY 


N weekdays, spastic Jeremy 
Parks, aged 21, works as a 
filing clerk at a factory near his 
home at Keighley, Yorkshire. 
But at weekends he exchanges 
his white collar for a railway- 
man’s cap, and becomes a rail- 
way ticket collector. 


Jeremy has been _passion- 
ately interested in railways 
since he was a small child. 
And when the Keighley and 


Worth Valley Railway was 
formed in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire, he saw his chance 
to become actively involved in 
the running of one. 


‘Now he spends every Satur- 
day as the Railway’s ticket col- 
lector at Haworth Station. 
Some weekends he works both 
Saturday and Sunday, and this 
means spending the night in an 
old carriage. Usually he rides 
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One of the 31 old steam engines run by the Keighley and Worth 
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Valley Railway. 
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THE FUN WAY 


back to his home town on the 
footplate of one of the 31 
steam engines run by the rail- 
way. 

Although trains are his con- 
suming interest, Jeremy finds 
time for a host of other spare 
time activities. He plays the 
piano, has learned to type, is a 
member of the local church 
choir and a member of the 
Young Conservatives. And he 
has enrolled for an art course 
being conducted at a local 
Technical College this winter. 


Enthusiasts 


The Keighley and Worth 
Valley Railway was formed as 
the result of a branch line be- 
ing closed down in 1961. A 
band of railway enthusiasts 
bought the line, and re-opened 
it in June last year. 


Publicity Officer Mr. R. O. T. 
Povey, said the railway opera- 
ted only at weekends. But in 
its first year it had carried a 
total of 100,000 passengers. 

He said every assistance 
would be given to disabled 
people wishing to use the rail- 
way, 
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are several spastics. 


West Sussex group 


appeals for stamps 


The West Sussex Spastics 
Group is appealing for Green 
Shield Stamps. 

Said the Group’s Chairman, 
Mrs. D. M. Pennicott: “We have 
raised almost enough money to 
purchase a holiday bungalow 
near Bognor Regis, for the use 
of spastics from all over the 
country. And we hope to raise 
part of the remainder by col- 
lecting trading stamps.” 

People wishing to contrib- 
ute stamps should send them to 
Mrs. Pennicott at Willow Cot- 
tage, Duncton, Petworth. 


GRANT FOR 
SOMERSET 


A capital grant of £3,000 has 
been approved by The Spastics 
Society to assist Somerset 
County Council to make ex- 
tensions to the Junior Training 
School at Yeovil. The purpose 
of the extensions is to enable 
a greater number of pre-school 
children in the Yeovil area to 
be admitted and so reduce the 
waiting list of 12. children, 
seven of whom are over 3 
years old. Included in the list 
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end’s new) Where agooneree means happy 
a camping 


HE Scout Association 
certainly lives up to 
its motto “be prepared” 
when it comes to looking 
after the interests of dis- 
ab!ed boys. The Associa- 
tion provides every help 
and encouragement for dis- 
abled boys to join the 
Scouts, and even arranges 
special camps for them. 

A spokesman for the Scouts 
said: Membership of the Scout 
Movement has benefited many 
thousands of handicapped’ boys, 
and will continue to do so. The 
Scout Movement’s policy is to 
encourage the integration of 
boys with handicaps into nor- 
mal society and particularly in 


regard to scouting. 


OPPORTUNITIES 


“There is much scope for 
this in the many ordinary 
Scout Groups throughout the 
country. In some localities 
there are Extension Groups for 
the handicapped. Homebound 
boys can take part in Scout 
activities by joining a local 
group. Many special schools 
and hospitals provide oppor- 
tunities for joining in regular 
Cub Scout and Scout meetings. 

He said the climax of the 
Scouts’ year was the annual 
camp, where all the training 
boys had received during the 
year was put into practice. It 
was extremely important that 
all Scouts, handicapped and 
non-handicapped, should attend 
a camp. Normal camps were 
out of the question for severely 
handicapped boys. But special 
camps were held every year so 
that these boys would not miss 
out. 

The special camps were 
attended by equal numbers of 
able-bodied and disabled 
Scouts and Scouters. Those who 
were able bodied were trained 
in the care of handicapped 
boys. Medical staff and “dormi- 
tory mums” were also on hand 
to look after them. 

“We are very conscious,” 
said the spokesman,” that many 
parents may feel their son is 
too severely handicapped to 
camp or that he is too shy and 
reserved. I can assure them 
that if they can travel,’ ‘they 
can safely go to camp.” ~' 

Recently 120 disabled ‘boys, 
including nine spasties,  atten- 
ded the Six Counties / Scout 
Camp, held near Oxford:: The 
boys all either live in, or go to 
school, in one of the six coun- 
ties of Bedfordshire, Berk- 
shire, Buckinghamshire, Hamp- 
shire, Hertfordshire or Oxford- 
shire. 

Disabled boys from _ the 
London area have also atten- 
ded special Scout Camps this 
year. These boys call _ their 
camps agoonorees—the word 
means happy gathering. 

This year’s agoonorees were 
held at Pyrland Hall, Taunton, 
and Lord Mayor Treloar’s Col- 
lege, Froyle, Hampshire. More 
than 100 disabled boys camped 
at each site. 

Parents wishing to find out 
more about Scouting for the 
disabled may do so by writing 
to the Headquarters Commis- 
sioner for Extension Activi- 
ties, The Scout Association, 25 
Buckingham Palace Road, 
London, S.W.1, who will put 
them in touch with their Dis- 
trict Commissioner in charge. 


HAMPSHIRE 
COUNTY COUNCIL 


Is there a place in your 
family for an_ energetic, 
attractive nine-year-old boy 
who is partially handicapped 
by spasticity and needs a 


foster family for school holi- 
days? Special Rates payable. 
If you would like to help and 
live in or near Hampshire 
please get in touch with the 
Area Children’s Officer (quot- 
ing Ref. DJS), Druitt Building, 
High Street, Christchurch. 
(Tel. Christchurch 3686). 
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Wally and the world’s top 


for another 
record 


MENTION PIGEON PIE at St. Pancras Assembly 

_ Rooms, London, on November 8, and you will stand 
a fair chance of getting lynched! For the Rooms will be 
jam packed with the most avid racing pigeon fanciers in 
Britain and from overseas, anxious to improve their stock 
with some of the finest racing pigeons that ever took to 


the air. 


The event is, of course, the annual International 
Sale of Racing Pigeons held to raise money for The 
Spastics Society and the Stars Organisation for Spastics. 
About 170 pigeons will be auctioned and 10 times as many 
people will be bidding for them. 


These birds are a far cry 
from the ignoble . London 
pigeons which take pot shots at 
you when you walk through 
Trafalgar Square. “Those are 
just mongreis,” said auctioneer 
Wally Pope, who began holding 
auctions for spastics in ~1965. 
“Our birds are the products of 
years of selective breeding. A 
good pigeon must have guts, 
determination, speed and 
initiative. What’s more they 
must be nurtured and trained 
until they are in tip top condi- 
tion. 

“Tf a bird is to race 
over 600 miles it has to 
be really fit. It’s no good 
having a cowardly bird 
that is going to quit half 


way. 

For Wally Pope, the pigeon 
auction began months 
ago, in January. That was 


when he began the vast amount 
of administrative work involved 
in running a major event of 
this kind. Since then he has 
written hundreds of letters 
inviting pigeon fanciers to 
offer birds for the auction. He 
has laboriously checked and 
copied out pedigrees of the 
birds offered, catalogued 
them, arranged for  photo- 
graphs to be taken of them, 
answered enquiries and so on. 


First Class 


“But the work will really 
begin during the few days 
before the auction,” said 
Wally, who runs a pet shop at 
Barking Road, E.13. “Pigeons 
will begin to arrive and will 
have to be accommodated. Last 
year we borrowed an old fac- 
tory building to store them in, 
and I even put some up in my 
bedroom. We have to make 
sure that the birds are in first 
class condition for the auction. 

“On the night before 
the auction, we have to 
set up all the cages, clean 
them out the following 


VANDALS 
STRIKE AT 
SALFORD 


ANDALS have- been at 

work on spastics premises 

again—this time in the Salford 
area of Lancashire. 

The Manchester and District 
Spastics Society was hoping to 
open a “Good As New” shop 
in Salford, but when members 
arrived to open up the rented 
premises, they found that win- 
dows had been smashed, light 
fittings ripped out and debris 
scattered over the floor. Locks 
had also been jammed so that 
it was difficult to get inside to 
estimate the real damage. 


However, the Society man- 
aged to find alternative prem- 
ises and its “Good As New” 
shop opened in Salford for one 
week after all. 


Mrs. Rosaline Haynes of 
North Petherton, Somerset, who 
died last June, left bequests to 
charities, including 
£1,000 to the Bridgwater and 
District Friends of Spastics 
Association. 


morning and lay clean 
paper on the floor of 
each cage. After the 
auction all the cages 
must be cleared away, 
the money must~ be 
added up, and we have 
to supervise the delivery 

of some of the birds. I 

reckon we shall be lucky 

to get more than six 

hours sleep during. the 

entire weekend.” 

Helping Wally will be 
Jimmy Edridge, who is him- 
self a keen pigeon fancier. 
Jimmy will do most of the 
fetching and carrying of 
pigeons to be sold, and reckons 
to walk 25 miles during the 
auction. 


Success 


Wally Pope’s first pigeon 
auction in aid of spastics was 
organised in the space of one 
month. Nevertheless it was a 
great success and made a profit 
of £700. It was held in the 
Customs House Working Men’s 
Club, and Wally conducted a 
_marathon auctioneering session 
of 10 hours 15 minutes, without 
stopping and without food. “I 
wonder if this is a record,” he 
said. 


The second auction 
was a much grander 
affair. The St. Pancras 
Assembly Rooms were 
used for the first time, 
and a total of £3,023 was 
raised — a record for a 
charity pigeon auction. 
Since then it has broken 
its own record every 
year and last year a total 
of £4,300 was raised. 
Wally hopes to top that 
figure this year. Another 
record set up last year 
was the price paid for a 
young pigeon. The bird 
sold for £725, which 
topped the previous 
record by as much as 
£400. 
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Wally Pope and Jimmy Edridge with two of the pigeons which will help to raise money for spastics on November 8. During the past five years, 
Wally’s auctions have raised a total of £1,200 for spastics. Jimmy helps at the auction and expects to walk about 25 miles during the sale, 
fetching and carrying pigeons. ; 


“This year the quality of the 
pigeons is second to none,” 
said Wally. “We have birds 
coming from the Argentine, 
South Africa, France, Bel- 
gium and Holland, as well as 
the cream of British birds. 
This auction has become one 
of the most important events 
of its kind in the world. We 
are even expecting some 
pigeon fanciers from Japan to 
attend.” 


Winners 


Wally Pope, who is a former 
docker, has been interested in 
racing pigeons ever since he 
can remember. His birds have 
won dozens of races from 60 
miles to 600 miles. 

“Its an interesting 
sport,” he said. “Pigeons 
were used to carry 
messages by the ancient 
Egyptians and early 
Chinese civilisations. 
During the war they 
were used extensively to 
carry messages, and they 
were a great help to the 
Underground org anisa- 
sations. I trained many 


of the pigeons used 

during the war, when I 

was in the Army. 

“One of the things the sport 
is up against, is the false 
image of pigeon fanciers as 
Andy Capp. characters who 
would rather spend £5 on 
their birds than on feeding 
their wives  and_ children. 
Pigeon ‘fanciers come from all 
walks of life: The Queen takes 
a keen interest in the sport. So 
do the King of Belgium and 
Queen Juliana of Holland, and 
there are dozens of profes- 
sional sportsmen who are keen 
on pigeon racing. 

“The important thing 

is that money doesn’t 
count:in this sport. A 
labourer gets the same 
treatment as a lord, and 
often a bird which has 
been bought for a fiver 
will beat one that has 
cost £500.” 

Already Wally’s auctions 
have raised about £12,000 for 
spastics. Now his ambition is 
to raise £1,000 for one bird. 


PETER COOK. 


M.P. sets the tiddley 


wink 
winking 


Where will it end? We’ve had 
walkathons, swimathons, hitcha- 
thons, now its a winkathon. The 
tiddley-winks marathon was held 
at Cramlington, Northumberland, 
and 16 members of the Cram- 
lington Village Methodist Church 
took part. Their objective was to 
raise £100 for the Percy Hedley 


Centre for Spastics and the Ches- 
hire Home at Matfen Hall. 


Mr. Edward Milne, M.P. for 
Blythe, pictured left set the ball 
rolling (or rather, the tiddley- 
wink winking), by opening a 
challenge match against the Rev. 
Walter Best, Superintendent Min- 
ister of the Blyth and Seaton Del- 
aval Methodist Circuit. Then the 
marathon began. Those taking 
part were sponsored by the vil- 

lagers of Cramlington. 


(Photo by courtesy of The Jour- 
nal, Newcastle-upon-Tyne). 


“Don't play on 
public sentiment” 
says Australian 


RGANISATIONS which raise money for handicapped people 
should avoid playing on public sentiment, says Mr. Angus 
Downie, State President of the Tasmanian Association of Disabled 


Persons. 


Mr. Downie, who was visit- 
ing Britain to study vocational 
and social rehabilitation meth- 
ods, said charitable organisa- 
tions should face their prob- 
lems objectively. Fund raising 
schemes should be run on busi- 
ness lines, and should not be 
directed at public sentimental- 
ity. 

Mr. Downie, who is from 
Hobart, is well able to under- 
stand the problems of the phys- 
ically handicapped, because he 
is paraplegic — the result of a 
road accident in 1962. Before 
that he was Parliamentary Sec- 
retary to the Legislative Coun- 
cil of Tasmania. 


Full Career 


Following his accident, he 
took up script writing for radio, 
and television, and later began 
working for the Tasmanian 
Government again. He is also 
secretary of the Tasmanian 
Government’s Handicapped Per- 
sons’ Advisory Council. 


His chance to travel overseas 
came when he won a grant un- 
der the Pace Setter scheme run 
by an Australian national news- 
paper. “I want to study voca- 
tional and social rehabilitation 
methods employed over here to 
help the disabled,” he said. 
“Recently I visited the Congress 
of the International Society for 
the Rehabilitation of the Dis- 
abled in Dublin, and I have 
taken a look at rehabilitation 
methods used in India and 
Ceylon. 


“J shall spend about ten days 
in London and then make a 
tour of the Continent. After 
that I shall visit the U.S.A. and 
Canada. 

“T- have been very impressed 
by what I have seen in England. 
Charities seem to be run on,a 


very sound businesslike basis. 


Training schemes, and employ- 


ment schemes such as The Spas- 
tics Society's home work 
scheme are an excellent idea. 
And I am very interested in the 
62 Clubs.” 
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Playing their way to 


econtidence 


"THE Ilford branch of the Wingfield Music Club held its 


third anniversary meeting in October. 


To celebrate 


the occasion, little Clare Bloomsbury walked into the hall 
on her own for the first itme, proud in a new grey school 


blazer. 


At the end of her slow stump down the centre aisle, club 
secretary, Mrs. Gladys Moore waited to greet her with a delighted 
hug. “She’s just had an operation on her legs,” explained Mrs. 


Moore, whose own daughter, 


Joan, suffers from muscular 


dystrophy, “But it’s belonging to our club that’s given her the 


spirit to persevere with walking.” 


They met at 
Sherrards 


A couple who met at Sherrards 
Training Centre were married re- 
cently at St. Michael’s Catholic 
Church, Chatham, Kent. They are 
Clifford }. Schofield and Kathleen 
O’Sullivan, who both work in 
Rochester. After the ceremony, a 
reception for 80 guests was held 
at the Medway Towns Spastics 
Centre, Gillingham. 


NEW MACHINES 
HELP CENTRE 


OUNG engineers on a 
post-graduate course at 
Hebburn. Technical College, 
County Durham, have invented 
two machines which will help 
boost production at Sunderland 
Spastics Work Centre. 

One of the machines is used 
in the manufacture of wire coat 
hangers, the other for making 
wall ties for the building indus- 
tr 

Mr, David Hewet, Chairman 
of the Sunderland and District 
Spastics Society, said, “These 
machines prove the immense 
value of three-way co-operation 
between educationalists, indus- 
try and voluntary organisa- 
tions. 


Successful collection 


A house-to-house collection in 
aid of the Durham County 
Spastics Society raised 
£1,525-1s.-3d. 
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This was just. one more 
achievement for Wingfield, the 
music club for disabled child- 
ren and young people, which 
was started by extrovert busi- 
nessman, Bert Lyon of Leyton- 
stone. 


With remarkable insight into 
the needs of the handicapped, 
Mr. Lyon saw that though these 
children were often lonely and 
cut off from the outside world, 
it was not enough to bring 
them together in a club whose 
aims were purely social. 


They needed to do something 
creative, which would make 
them forget their handicaps in 
working together for a common 
purpose. To anybody interested 
in orchestral music, the answer 
was obvious. 


CONCERTS 


It is over 15 years since Bert 
Lyon bullied and drove his first 
orchestra towards something 
approaching harmony. Now 
there are eight branches of the 
club in various parts of Lon- 
don, each of which has its own 
orchestra giving two. or three 
local concerts every year. 


The best players from each 
branch are also chosen for the 
25-piece Orchestra Supreme, 
which has played at the Festi- 
val Hall, Southwark Cathedral, 
St. Pauls and the Wigmore 
Hall. 


The clubs not only give their 
members a sense of purpose 
and increasing self confidence, 
but also important therapeutic 
exercise, Musical instruments 
are chosen to suit individual 
handicaps. 


Asthma sufferers play wind 
instruments to exercise their 
lungs; heart cases learn the 
cello because they can play 
sitting down; the  partially- 
sighted are given the flute so 
that they can stand near to 
their music; deaf people learn 


to play string instruments by 
the vibrations, and spastics are 
taught the violin as it helps 
co-ordination. 


There are five or six spastic 
members of the Ilford Branch, 
including Linda Berwick who is 
blind as well, and 21-year-old 
Diane Margrie, daughter of the 
Chairman of the East London 
Spastics Society. After belong- 
ing to the club for a year, 
Diane has just progressed from 
the cello to the double bass, 


CONDUCTOR 


Stephen Sowden, also 21 and 
a spastic is an accomplished 
violinist and leader and con- 
ductor of the Ilford club. In 
true Bert Lyon fashion he 
shouts above the din of chatter 
and tuning-up commanding at- 
tention until out of a ragged 
cacophony of sound, a recognis- 
able tune emerges. 


Diane and Stephen played 
with the main Wingfield orch- 
estra in a recent concert at the 
Wigmore Hall, together with 
six other Ilford members. 


This branch is lucky enough 
to have the assistance of a 
young couple, who are profes- 
sional musicians. They come 


ABOVE: The Wingfield Orchestra 
in full swing. The cellist (right) 
is Diane Margrie. RIGHT: Stephen 
Sowden, a violinist with the main 
Orchestra, is also Leader-Conduc- 
tor of the Ilford Branch. 


along every week to help and 
advise the youngsters. 


“We are very grateful to 
them” Mrs. Moore told me, 
“They give up so much of their 
time for us when they could 
be out performing and earn- 
ing money.” 


GADGETS 


Not content with his suc- 
cess in the musical field, Bert 
Lyon is now branching out in- 
to other ways of helping the 
handicapped. He has invented 
various gadgets such as an 
artificial arm with no unsightly 
means of attachment to their 
body. 


Bert Lyon obviously has 
clear insight into the problems 
of the handicapped and, 
through the Wingfield Trust, is 
doing something practical 
about them. This positive ap- 
proach is perhaps the most val- 
uable form of help a disabled 
person could be given, 


10,000 were asked for help and only 


one said ° “yes” 


HE BURNLEY AREA Spas- 

tics Group is in urgent 
need of extra voluntary 
helpers, but when 10,000 circu- 
lars were sent out all over the 
district, only one _ person 
offered to help. 


This. was reported by the 
Chairman, Dr. Winston M. L. 
Turner, at the Group’s annual 
general meeting recently. 


He said that an assessment 
Centre for spastic babies was 
being arranged with the Burn- 
ley Hospital Group, but other 
types of care were also needed 
in the town, especially a Centre 
for spastics who were past 
school age. 


A CHEQUE for £1,250 has 
been presented to the 
Barrow and District Spastics 
and Handicapped Society by 
Barrow Rotary Club. 


The money will go towards 
the building of a new Day Care 
Centre in Barrow-in-Furness, 
which it is estimated will cost 
about £30,000. 


The Society needs another 
£6,000 at least before construc- 
tion starts on the Centre. 


fr“? is short for fabulous. 
But PHAB is short for 
the Physically Handicapped 
and Able Bodied club at Hull. 
At the club both able bodied 
and handicapped youngsters 
get together to arrange func- 
tions and outings. Several spas- 
tics are among the club’s mem- 
bers. 


CAMPAIGN to make 

people more aware of the 
work undertaken by and for 
the disabled, was staged in 
Bromley, Kent last month, 

It was a Help the Disabled 
campaign, held by the Bromley 
Association for the MHandi- 
capped in conjunction with the 
Central Council for the Dis- 
abled. 


IDDERMINSTER 
and District Spastics Asso- 
ciation has managed to keep ad- 
ministration costs down to 2} 
per cent of its total income, it 
was reported at the Group’s 


annual 
cently. 


The biggest item of expendi- 
ture was transporting local 
spastics to a training Centre in 
Birmingham each day. 


general meeting re- 


BITS AND 
PIECES 


by The Collector 


“This is most important 
work,” said Mr. S. K. Quayle, 
Group Chairman, “Because a 
lot of these spastics would be- 
come home-bound if they were 
not taken to the Centre.” 


4 SPASTICS and Mencap 

Societies of Chester- 
field, Derbyshire, joined 
forces recently for an outing to 


Matlock, Bath, a local beauty 
spot. 

The 30 handicapped young 
people who took part were 
given free rides on the various 
fairground amusements. These 
included a miniature railway 
running along the river bank. 

Each member of the party 
was also presented with a stick 
of rock donated by Bob Monk- 
house, of TV’s “Golden Shot” 
programme. 


Q)LOUSH and District Spas- 
tics - Society has re- 
ceived £150 as the result of a 
horse show which was held at 
George Green, Slough, Buck- 
inghamshire, 

Receiving the cheque at a 
recent presentation ceremony, 
Mr. Sam Minson, said, “We 
were sincerely grateful to the 
horse show committee who 
have given us nearly £1,000 in 
the past five years. The money 
will go towards the building of 
a short-stay hostel for severely 
handicapped adult spastics,” 


ISS Charlotte Exeter, 

of Harwell, is very 

severely handicapped. In addi- 

tion she suffers.from arthritis. 

For her, writing is a laborious 
and complicated process. 

But Miss Exeter was so 
thrilled by her holiday at 
Colwall Court, the S.O.S. holi- 
day home for spastics, that she 
wrote the following letter to 
the Manager, Mr. G. Marsh, and 
his wife. 


“Dear Mr. and Mrs, Marsh, to 
thank you and Mrs. Green for 
the lovely time you gave me. 
I'll always remember and think 
of you. Love and kisses.” 

The handwriting was barely 
legible, and took a long timte to 
decipher. “We receive many 
letters,” said Mr. Marsh,” but 
this one is really something.” 


OURNEMOUTH, Poole 

and District Spastics So- 

ciety is one of 21 charities 

opening a joint Christmas Card 

Shop, in Bournemouth, in the 

10-week period before Christ- 
mas. 

Meanwhile the Society’s Par- 
ents and Staff Association is 
busy preparing for its Christ- 
mas Fayre on November 29. 
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"THE tragic conditions existing in some 

hospitals for the mentally subnormal 
were vividly spotlighted in words and on 
film by The Spastics Society at a London 
Press Conference. The occasion marked 
the premiere of the film “A Place Like 
Home,” and the publication of “Caring for 
the Severely Subnormal” by Miss Anita 
Hunt, B.A. Both present a disturbing 


‘picture of life in subnormality hospitals. 


Introducing the film and the research docu- 
ment, the Director of The Spastics Soceity, Mr. 
James Loring said: “The Spastics Society is 
totally committed to the crusade for improving 
conditions for the subnormal because 50 per cent 
of spastics have a mental handicap, and 25 per 
cent of them are severely mentally retarded. In 
many cases the subnormal spastic is also grossly 
physically handicapped, and their situation is 


perhaps the most tragic in our human ex- 
perience.” 


UNREPENTANT 


Mr. Loring, who has previously described 
conditions in some subnormality hospitals 
as “little better than slave ships or snake 
pits,” said he was quite unrepentant. At the 
time, he had been criticised for his out- 
spoken comments, but recent events had 
proved him to be only too accurate in his 
description of the appalling conditions to be 
found in some of our subnormality hospitals. 


He said: “There seems little doubt that the 
Government will take steps to improve some 
hospitals but there is a very real danger in 
their applying a cosmetic treatment when what 
is needed is surgery. The tarting up of a handful 
of degrading and disgusting hospitals might 
solve a Public Relations problem, but will get 
nowhere near the solution of the human prob- 
lem. What is required is radical re-thinking.” 


He declared that lack of co-operation between 
all voluntary bodies concerned with mental 
handicap was, to some extent, to blame for the 
present tragic situation. “Voluntary organisa- 


Society spotlights a ‘Children 
“tragic situation” 


tions have a social duty to speak out fearlessly, 
and the failure of all Charities in this field to 
speak with one voice is a disaster. On behalf 
of The Spastics Society I appeal to all the 
Charities concerned to get together to advise 
the Government on the way in which any 
additional money made available to improve 
hospitals is used. - 


“We must ensure that it is used wisely or 
good money might well be thrown after bad,” 
he said. “There is a danger that the tax- 
payer’s money might be frittered away by 
meeting the demands of the most vociferous 
rather than by studying the needs of the 
patients. : 


“Members of Hospital Boards should hang 
their heads in shame since it is their laziness 
and complacency which is one of the major 
causes of the present situation. Too many mem- 
bers of Hospital Boards are totally ignorant of 
the problems of the subnormal.” 


STUDY COURSES 


Mr. Loring called for week-end study courses 
to be arranged for members of Hospital Boards 
so that they could be properly informed of 
the desperate need for concerted action. 


“Caring for the Severely Subnormal” was pro- 
duced on behalf of The Spastics Society by Miss 
Hunt. Her research covered 18 months. Says 
Miss Hunt: “When I embarked on the survey, 
I considered it an exacting, but probably quite 
routine research project. I quickly became 
totally committed. I had understood that the 
situation was bad, I had not realised that I would 
be. completely shocked by the conditions I saw 
in some subnormality hospitals. As I continued 
my work, I wondered whether the picture could 
possibly become more black. 


Miss Hunt is 26. She feels that if other young 
people knew the facts, they would be as involved 
in fighting for improvements in the care of the 
subnormal as she is herself. 


The book is available from The Spastics 
Society, 12 Park Crescent, London, W.1. Price 
7s. 6d. ' 


4 What a moving film 


says The 


Both Miss Hunt’s book, and the film 
were very favourably reviewed in the 
National, Provincial and Specialist Press. 
Below we print the review of the film by 
journalist ANN SHEARER, which 
appeared in “The Guardian.” It is repro- 
duced by courtesy of the newspaper. 


\7E Know the theory behind housing -the 

-¥- mentally retarded in small hostels rather 
than. large hospitals. We can start with the 
facts that most of them simply don’t need nurs- 
ing care, the knowledge that individual attention 
in small groups can teach more of the art of 
socially accepted behaviour than has been 
thought possible. Now there’s a film which puts 
the flesh of sheer humanity on to these dry 
sociological bones. It’s made for The Spastics 
Society by Knight Films, and a moving and 
anger-provoking piece of work it is too. 

The film crosscuts episodes through a day 
for 50 boys in a ward of one of the giant 
isolated subnormality hospitals with what’s 
happening to 19 boys and girls who live in a 
newly built hostel on the edge of a housing estate 
in a large town. 


Perfectly Fair 


Derek Knight, the producer, wants us to know 
that his unit did all they could to be perfectly 
fair to the hospital; they spent the same amount 
of time in both places, the children and staff 
of each had equal opportunity to get used to 


them. They put together only situations which 


it was fair to compare, like mealtimes, and going 
off to school and bathing. They cut out a great 
deal of the worst from the hospital film. The 
contrast still doesn’t need underlining. 

By 6 am., the boys from the long, drab ward 
are waiting for breakfast, cups and spoons at 
the ready on the tables. Food arrives at around 
7.30, when some of the cups have been thrown 
about the room and the children have started 
screaming, or tussling or simply wandering off. 
In the hostel, the children have place mats and 
table napkins and they don’t eat their bacon 
‘with their fingers. They are also, and this is 
really the point, enormously cheerful, and so 
are the staff. 
| Playing Games 
And so it goes on through the day. The boys 
om the ward take their long crocodile to the 
hool; the children burst out of the hostel 


<a ts , 
ae 


_ retarded. 


Guardian’ 


across the field to theirs. In the afternoon they 
play games with the staff and each other, while 
the boys in the ward get put into dressing gowns 
and mostly do nothing at all. Baths in the ward 
are a matter of in and out and off; in the hostel 
they are a good deal of fun. 


In the hostel, six staff work a rota shift, half- 
on, half off. In the ward, there are nine nurses, 


which means no more than three on duty at any 
given time. So in the hostel there is time to 
teach a child to wash itself and hang up its 
own clothes; in the hospital there is a quick 
scrub from a nurse with the rest waiting and 
a pile of communal toothbrushes to dish out. 


Time to talk 


In the hostel there is time to talk to the 
children and play with them; in the hospital a 
nurse can start helping a boy with a jigsaw or 
dancing with another only when there is noth- 
ing that needs her attention at the other end of 
the barrackroom. In the hostel there is time 
to make every activity mean something; in the 
ward it is another day. 

Not one of the staff in the hostel has any 
training for this sort of work they simply have 
patience and kindliness and a large supply of 
good humour, Although the film doesn’t make 
it explicit, they get results. The children’s 
speech improves enormously when they’ve been 
there for a bit; they’ve got one incontinent, 
non-walking child dry by day and coping with 
stairs. What the film doesn’t make clear either 
is that the children in the hostel are actually of 
a lower grade, overall, than the boys on the ward. 
And you’d never guess that to watch them. 


Pitifully Few 


So if Mr. Crossman wants propaganda for his. 
campaign to persuade local authorities to build 
the hostels which in principle are to go up all 
over the place and in fact are pitifully few, he 
can apply for “A Place Like Home” from The 
Spastics Society at 12 Park Crescent, London 
W.1. 
The hospital, which is reckoned to be one of 
the best, was quite pleased with the film, though 
they were surprised by the amount of noise that 
went on and the lack of space they worked in. 


One of the senior nursing officers was a bit more | 


surprised than that: she’d never even heard 
that there was such a thing as a hostel for the 
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A PART-TIME helper 
arrives to take child- 
ren in a subnormality hos- 
tel-for a walk. She lifts a 
15-year-old epileptic boy in- 
to a pram, ties six other 
children to the pram with 
pieces of string, and sets 
off accompanied by five 
others, amongst them a 
self-mutilator. 


This was one of the scenes 
witnessed by Anita Hunt dur- 
ing her researches and de- 
scribed in her book: “Caring 
for the Severely Subnormal.” 


In another hospital Miss Hunt 
was physically attacked in a 
ward for severely disturbed 
boys. She adds: “In this ward 
a boy of 11 let out an unfor- 
gettable scream, he is gradu- 
ally going blind because no- 
body seems to be able to stop 
him trying to detach the ret- 
ina from his eye.” 


PATCHWORK 


In her foreword to her book, 
Miss Hunt says that the ser- 
vices for the subnormal “pre- 
sent a patchwork of the good, 
bad and the indifferent.” 


Her experiences make shock- 
ing reading. For instance: 


Some children’s wards con- 
tain as many as 60 beds which 
stand six inches apart, leaving 
no room for bedside lockers. 
The walls are totally bare. The 
children are potted in con- 
fined spaces with no screens 
or partitioning for individual 
privacy. The children do not 
have individual toothbrushes, 
but simply take one from the 
pile. 


The smell in some of these 
wards defies description and 
it seems to be a constant busi- 
ness cleaning faeces off the 
floor. 


In order to get into some 
wards, several doors have to 
be unlocked and locked again 
after you. The children will 
come rushing up demanding to 
be picked up, or fling their 
arms around your waist for a 
hug. It is not uncommon to see 
patients, both children and 
adults, naked during the day. 


To make feeding easier, the 
food is sometimes mashed up 
and often children who are 
capable of being taught to feed 
themselves with a spoon are 
fed both for speed and conven- 
ience. If the children do not 
go to school they will sit 
around with no toys to occupy 
them and nobody to play with 
them, 


THE STAFF 


Of the staff in subnormality 
hospitals, Miss Hunt writes 
that it is unfortunate that the 
only time at present at which 
the plight of staff and patients 
is brought to the public’s at- 
tention is when there is a trag- 
edy or public disaster. She 
adds: 


“Not enough is said about 
the admirable way in which 
staffs of many subnormality 
hospitals do remarkable work 
in appalling conditions, and it 
is to be hoped that hospital 
staff may now feel encouraged 
to bring their difficulties to the 
attention of the relevant auth- 
orities.” 


Miss Hunt coneludes that the 
building of new hospitals for 
the subnormal and extensions 
to present ones should stop. 
Money already set aside for 
these schemes should be chan- 
nelled into a crash hostel build- 
ing programme. Except for 
medical treatment and periods 
of short term care, children 
should not be admitted to sub- 
normality hospitals. 


Lucky Helen 
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The balloon rose high in the air, and so did the hopes of four- 
year-old Helen Scott, of Stanion, who had released it. For she 
was taking part in a balloon race in aid of The Spastics Society 
during a fete at Corby, Northamptonshire, and the prize was a 
new bicycle. All that was months ago. Since then the balloon 
has been found at Bellenave, France. It had travelled farther than 
all the other balloons in the race and won Helen her bicycle. 
Above: Helen tries out her new bicycle, watched by her mother, 
Mrs. Ann Scott, and the Secretary of the Corby Spastics Steering 
Committee, Mr. B. Worrall. 
(Photo by courtesy of the Northamptonshire Evening Telegraph) 
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LIGHTEST ! 


The NEWTON wheelchair 
is the lightest of them all 
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Above: H.R.H. The Duchess of Kent speaking at the 

official opening of Drummonds. After her speech she 

unveiled a plaque to commemorate the event. Also in 

the picture is The Rt. Rev. R. N. Coote, Bishop of 
Colchester. 


Above: The Duchess watches four residents left 2 : 
making basketwork trays in a workshop at is Mr. Raymond Smith, Warden at Above: The Hon. R. C. Butler, High Sheriff 
Drummonds. The residents are (seated left Drummonds, and to the right is Mr. Of Essex, welcomes the Duchess of Kent to 


to right): Charles Ducker, John Norris, Alan 


Argue and Jack Blizzard. To the 


Michael Patterson, Senior Instructor. 


The Duchess of Kent, Patron of The Spastics Society, officially opened Drummonds 
Residential Centre, Feering, Essex, in October. On these two pages we show you pic- 
ture highlights of the day and below, this is what the Duchess told residents, staff and 


guests at the ceremony. 


“A homely 


atmosphere, 


a feeling of belonging” 


- I AM very pleased to be here this afternoon officiating 

at my first engagement as Patron of The Spastics 
Society. It is wonderful for me to become connected with 
the Society, which my mother-in-law, Princess Marina, 
was so deeply concerned with, and interested in. It is 
never easy to follow such an illustrious predecessor, but I 
fee] very proud to be able to do so. 


“Earlier this year, I visited the Society’s head- 
quarters in London, and learned just a little of the basic 
structure of the Society, and its aims, its ideals, and indeed 
its problems. I was also shown the Family Services and 
Assessment Centre, and was able to see some of the most 
important aspects of the Society’s work on behalf of 
spastics. I was enormously impressed by this place, and 
its ca‘’m and serene atmosphere, and the tremendous 
sincerity of all who work there. I believe this to be a 
familiar trait amongst people who work for this Society. 


Leading role by Essex 


“T am now looking forward to meeting the residents 
and the staff of this Centre of Drummonds, and hope by 
doing so to obtain a fairly comprehensive picture of the 
work that is undertaken here. 


‘“* Essex has always played a leading role in the work 
of this Society. In this county alone there are already nine 
Centres, and I would particularly like to mention the 
vo'untary workers, whose initiative, and time so freely 
given, has made this possible. They, and the many other 
thousands of voluntary workers throughout the country, 


Drummonds. 


Col. Sir John Ruggles-Brise, 


not only do much to further the Society’s aims, but also — 
which. is of the utmost importance — help to stimulate 
public interest in its work. 


‘I know the main aim of the Society is to improve 
conditions genera'ly for the spastic person. But for those 
of them who, through necessity, must live in residential 
care the aim is surely to strive to provide a homely atmos- 
phere, a feeling of belonging to the community, and a 


NOVEMBER, 1969 


i 
4 


NTH 7 


place where each person is important, no matter what his 


capabilities are. 
Tremendous achievement 


“The Spastics Society was founded 17 years ago, 
and during this time it has succeeded in bui'ding up a 
large organisation, which includes important research 
Centres at the University of London and elsewhere, and 
in all some 120 Schools and Centres throughout the 
country. This for a voluntary organisation is a tremen- 
dous achievement, but the Society will not rest upon past 
achievements. I believe it to be the spastics themselves 
who, through their courage, will give the Society the 
incentive to carry on in the future. 


“T would finally like to congratu'ate the architects 
and the builders on their most successful project here, and 
to offer my very best wishes for the future to Mr. and 
Mrs. Raymond Smith, and all their staff who work here, 
and it is now with very great pleasure that I declare this 
Centre open.” 


Lord Lieutenant of the County of Essex 
(right), received the Duchess on her arrival 
at Kelvedon by helicopter. 
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DOUBLE CELEBRATION FOR 
NORTH SURREY GROUP 


THE North Surrey Group 

of The Spastics Society 
held a double celebration in 
October to mark the opening 
of its work centre exten- 
sions, and the 10th anniver- 
sary of its formation. 


FOR SALE 
1 set of steps 


1 triple mirror on stand 
1 couch 


Suitable for use in physio- 
therapist department. All in 
good condition. 


Offers to Mrs, E. Dixon, Crewe 
and District Spastics’ Society, 
149 Richmond Road, Crewe. 
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About 150 people attended 
the opening of the Work Centre, 
at Kingston-upon-Thames, by 
Mr. John Boyd-Carpenter, M.P. 
for Kingston. Mr.  Boyd- 
Carpenter. spoke of the many 
problems faced by handicapped 
people and then opened the 
building by cutting a white 
tape across the entrance to the 
new extensions. 


Mr. M. R. H. Stopford, Head 
of Services Liaison Department 
of The Spastics Society, spoke 
on behalf of the Society, and 
Mr. M. Mackay, Chairman of 


the North Surrey Group’s 
Work Centre’s Management 
Committee welcomed the 
guests. 


After the official opening, a 
special birthday cake to mark 
the North Surrey’s Group’s 


retileltl FERAL TD abl 


The new Work Centre was 
opened to the public during the 
day, and about 300 people vis- 
ited it, and saw the various 
types of work being undertaken 
by spastics. 

The extensions, which cost 
£19,000, were first used in April 
this year. They will enable as 
many as 40 spastics to work at 
the Centre, compared with a 
previous maximum of 25, 


Work carried out at the Cen- 
tre includes the manufacture of 
calendars, light engineering, 
sorting and packing, assembly 
work and printing. 

Included in the extensions 
which cover a floorspace of 
2,800 square feet, are a large 
workship and two new offices. 
The old Work Centre is used to 
provide canteen, ‘teat and 
storage facilities. 
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GOODBYE TO SCHL 


WHEEL THEFT 
FROM CENTRE 


The spare wheel, worth £25 
5s. 6d., 


OL 


was stolen from an 


Mrs. Margaret Roberts, has left Craig-y-Parc School for Spastics, after 
ten years as the School’s-secretary. Mrs. Roberts is travelling to Nairobi, 
where her husband has taken a position with the ‘World Health 
Organisation”. The couple were married five years ago, and a number 
of spastics from Craig-y-Parc School attended the wedding. Above: 
Mrs. Roberts (standing), looks in at a meeting of the editing committee 

far the School’s magazine. 


ambulance belonging to the 
Blackpool and Fylde Spasties 
Group. 

The thief broke into the 
garage at the Centre in White- 
gate Drive, Blackpool, and 
prised open the casing which 
held the wheel. 

The Group’s assistant secre- 
tary, Mrs. Audrey Wilson, said 
that this meant voluntary 
workers would have to organise 
extra fund-raising efforts in 
order to pay for a new wheel. 


TRICYCLE GIFT 


Spastic children at Queen 
Mary’s Hospital, Carshalton, 


| Surrey, will soon have a tri- 


cycle, thanks to Worcester 
Park British Legion branch. 

Legion members have already 
collected £40 of the £60 needed 
for the tricycle. 


ma 


ancy 
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The day we met the Duchess of Kent 
and told her of life at Drummonds 


The Duchess dis- 
cusses rug making with Kate 
Harvey, a resident at Drum- 
monds, Mr. Raymond Smith 
(left), Warden of Drum- 
monds, and Mr. W. A. Burn, 
Chairman of The Spastics 
Society, accompany her. 
Left: The Duchess was 

_ extremely interested in 
Drummonds’ principal indus- 
try, Welslips, which are 
warm sheepskin slippers for 
wearing inside rubber boots. 
Nancy Taylor shows her how 
the Welslips are assembled. 
Right: Weaving seats for 
footstools presents no pro- 
blem for Brenda Sallabanks, 
even though she cannot use 
her hands. Brenda cheerfully 
uses her feet instead, as the 
Duchess saw during her 
tour of the Drummonds 

workshops. 


One of the most cheerful workers at Drummonds is Patricia Slate is unable to use her arms. Nevertheless she 


Michael Humphrey, as the Duchess discovered when she Drummonds has won a good reputation for the high is able to type invoices and letters necessary in the 
came upon him working on a stool in the workshop. Also standard of the weaving carried out in its workshops. distribution of Welslips using a plastic stick held in her 
in the picture is the Warden, Mr. Smith, proud of the Stanley Wells shows the Duchess how he operates his ™outh. The Duchess, with Mr. Patterson (left) and Mr. 


fine Centre. loom. Burn, watch her at work. 
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embers of Wadebridge, 


M ; Padstow and 
District Round Table in Cornwall had the 


amusing idea of a bed-race around Padstow 
Harbour. They collected £40 for spastics. 


In Kaleidoscope Anne Plummer tells you of 
other off-beat ideas of fund raising. 


(Photo by Ray Bishop). 


Playing the fund raising — 
game the original way 


(THERE must be literally 

thousands of different 
ways in which money is 
collected for The Spastics 
Society, from _ football 
_matches to fashion shows, 
‘from Green Shield Stamps 
to the auction of art 
treasures. 


Simple, but original, ideas 
often prove more effective 
than the usual “Fete worse 
than death” in an August 
downpour, or coffee and 
scandalmongering morn- 
ings at the village hall. 


Trail of Coins 


For instance, Stan Holt of 
Bolton Technical College 
charged fellow students for 
the privilege of seeing him 
shave off his beard and gave 
nearly £100 to spastics.. In- 
stead of the usual tin-rattling 
street collection, members of 
the Round Table in Ledbury, 
Hertfordshire, organised a 
trail of coins along the High 
Street pavements, while in 
Wolverhampton, guests at a 
firm’s dance contributed £38 
by playing a Treasure Hunt 
game. Norfolk and- Norwich 
Spastic Association is look- 
ing ahead to the disappear- 
ance of half-crowns from the 
currency and inviting sup- 
porters to throw these coins 
into a fountain for luck. 


Very often the best ideas. ori- 
ginate in pubs. Patrons of 
the Woodside Hotel, Birken- 
head, for example, raised 
£125 by means of fines paid 
into a “swear box”; the land- 
lord of the Market Inn, 
Bridgwater, Somerset, gives 
away free lighter fuel to 
anyone donating money to 
spastics and arthritics, The 
Horseshoe and Castle near 
Chatham runs an annual 
show of garden produce 
grown by its patrons. After 
the judging, goods are raffled 
in aid of spastics and other 
charities. 


Some Return 


Personally, I feel that fund 
raising events should try to 
give the donors some return 
for their money, however 
small. I’m all for the old- 
fashioned jumble sale. They 
provide an outlet for un- 
wanted items which are too 
good to throw away and one 
can often pick up quite use- 
ful bargains at their stalls. 
I know a hard-up young pro- 
fessional man who has prac- 
tically furnished his home 
and clothed his family with 
jumble sale finds, 


I’m not so sure about spon- 

sored walks. I feel they are 
° ‘rather-a waste of energy, al- 
224 gained svretoY 


Kaleidoscope 
by 
ANNE PLUMMER 


though, as a fair proportion 


of the Society’s income de-- 


rives from these events, I 
shall probably be shot for 
saying so. 


Everybody praises the stamina 
of the participants, but it’s 
the poor old sponsors (usually 
Mums and Dads) who have 
to put their hands into their 
pockets. Why not organise 
a more adult version of the 
Scouts’ Bob-a-Job Week so 
that the sponsors get some 
service for their money? 


Decline 


Police have stated that spon- 
sored walks can be dangerous 
if not properly organised and 
I think their popularity will 
soon decline, but while the 
fashion lasts, it certainly 
brings in plenty of money for 
the cause. It has also pro- 
duced some highly original 
variations on the sponsorship 
theme. 


There was, for instance, the 
“White Fakir” of Gloucester, 
who was sponsored at so 
much an hour while breaking 
the world record for lying on 
a bed of nails. 


Other world records were 
broken by Eddie Williams of 
Leysden, Kent, during a non- 
stop drumming marathon of 
119 hours, 354 minutes to 
help pay for a swimming 
pool for spastics, and Ken 
Wood, of Leigh-on-Sea, who 
walked up and down South- 
end Pier for 15 hours, col- 
lecting the fantastic sum 
of £1,015 for a local spastics 
holiday home, 


Record in 


EMBERS of the Southall 

Conservative Club were 
really on the ball at a billiards 
and snooker exhibition held at 
the club last month. And as a 
result The Spastics Society 
pocketed £305, a record sum to 
be raised for the Society at an 
exhibition of this kind. 


Professional player Herbert 
Holt set the ball rolling by 
giving an exhibition of snooker 
and billiard playing. Mr. Holt 


fe 


The winner of the Miss Norfolk and. Norwich Spastics Association 
competition held at a dance at Norwich, was Miss Carolyn Grey, a 
model. Mr. Harry Boreham, Chairman of NANSA, had the enviable job 
of placing the sash on Carolyn. During the coming year, Miss NANSA 
will attend several fund raising events to support the Association. 
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Congress 


[ae Spastics Society’s Stand 
at the Congress of the 
International Society for 
Rehabilitation of the Disabled, 
held in Dublin, told the story 
of just what the Society was 
doing to help spastics live hap- 
py and useful lives. The treat- 
ment and education of chil- 
dren, help in providing employ- 
ment for adults, family help 
and assessment of spastics and 
the help given to subnormal 
spastics complete with a synop- 
sis of the Society’s achieve- 
ments. 


Wheelchair 


There was also a stand for 
the Society’s Newton Wheel- 
chair. This also attracted a 
great deal of attention, and 
came close to winning the exhi- 
bition award. Essential features 
of this wheelchair are that it is 
light and portable. It is also 
very tough. The Newton Wheel- 
chair is produced at The Spas- 
tics Society’s Meadway Works, 
at Birmingham. 

Despite the onslaught of the 
maxi-skirt, mini-skirts are still 
at the height of fashion. How- 
ever there are many girls who 
have never had a chance to 
wear a mini — the girls whose 


disability forces them to wear 


unsightly calipers. Now a new 
style caliper — worn by the 
model on the left of the picture 
will enable girls with leg 
disabilities to raise their hem- 
lines and their ego. It dispenses 
with cumbersome straps and 
bars replacing them with an 
unobtrusive moulded plastic 
support. This is held to the leg 
by a self-adhesive bandage. 
With the new caliper, the mini- 
skirted miss can wear ordinary 
shoes, instead of the surgical 
boot necessary: for the old one, 
which incidentally. was de- 
signed 80 years ago. 


the pocket 


owns a billiards and snooker 
centre in Soho. Then came the 
first break for fund raising, 
with an auction of gifts con- 
tributed by members of the 
Club, ranging from an electric 
alarm clock to a bucket of de- 
tergent. 


The auction raised £275, but 
the Club’s members were not 
satisfied with this. Their 
President soon gave them the 
cue to dip their hands in their 
pockets and produce an extra 
£30. 

Each year, about 200 snooker 
exhibitions are given in aid of 
spastics throughout the coun- 
try. In the past, many top 
snooker and billiards: players, 
ingluding world champions, 
have given their time to take 
part in the exhibitions. 
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Airline ‘‘reseues’’ stranded 


An international airline 
came to the rescue of 
Graham Guest, the severely 
handicapped spastic who 
travelled all the way from 
Australia to attend the 
Third International ’62 Club 
Conference at Reading, 
when he became stranded in 
London, 


On the journey to England, 
Graham was accompanied by a 
nurse flying to London for her 
daughter’s wedding. The nurse 
was to have accompanied him 
back to Australia, but she had 
to return early because of the 
death of a member of her 
family. 


This left Graham stranded. 
No airline would accept his 
booking for the return flight, 
without a guarantee that an 
escort would be provided to 
look after his personal needs, 
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spastic 


Even if an escort could have 
been found, Graham would 
have been charged the price 
of a single ticket to Austra- 
lia for the escort’s seat on the 
aircraft. 


When Alitalia Italian Air- 
lines heard of Graham’s prob- 
lem, they set to work to find a 
solution. Eventually they found 
an off duty steward who was 
prepared to accompany Graham 
on the trip, and to look after 
him during the 22 hour flight. 
They said there would be no 
charge for providing the 
escort. 


Graham, 29, who lives at a 
centre for spastics at Fig Tree 
Pocket, Brisbane, had saved 
from his £7 a week-pension for 
12 years, in order to be able to 
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visit England. The round trip 
cost him £1,000 altogether. “I 
had to sell some of my posses- 
sions to raise the money, but 
it was well worth it. I particu- 
larly wanted to attend the '62 
Club Conference because the 
subject of marriage was discus- 
sed there. I have a girl friend 
back in Brisbane, and am -very 
interested in this subject.” 


Another reason for coming 
to England was to discover 
new ways of helping spastics 
in his own country, and to find 
material for the magazine “Un- 
daunted”, of which he is editor. 
He made an extensive tour of 
England, and visited Scotland 
during his stay. While in 
London he was looked after by 
police cadets. “I can’t praise 
the cadets too highly,” he said, 
speaking through a work board. 
“They have been really marvel- 


lous and it seemed that nothing 


was too much trouble for 
them.” 
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Now Manchester 
has Guide for 
the disabled 


WyseN It comes to the design of public buildings, stores and 
offices, the needs of the handicapped are not usually high on 


the list of an architect’s priorities, 


People confined to wheel 


chairs, and those who get around with the help of crutches and 
other walking aids, are continuously frustrated by awkward stair- 
cases, narrow doorways, and inaccessible toilets. 


Manchester presents as many 
problems for the handicapped 
as most other cities. And short 
of redesigning the entire city 
there is no real solution to 
these problems. 

The Manchester Youth and 
Community Service has done 
the next best thing. It has 
published a Guide to the city 
especially for the handicapped, 
and particularly for people con- 
fined to wheelchairs and those 
who use walking aids. 
Mammoth task 

The Guide to Manchester for 
the Disabled, which can be 
bought for 3s., combs the city 
street by street, listing promi- 


nent buildings, hotels, theatres, - 


sports grounds and_ public 
amenities. It gives information 
on the width of doorways, 
whether lifts are provided, the 
best means of access to the 
buildings, whether or not toilets 
are accessible to people in 
wheel chairs and a vast quantity 
of other information of use to 
the disabled. 

The Youth and Community 
Service spent two years com- 
piling the Guide, and _ this 
involved a total of more than 


2,500 man hours of voluntary 
help. Two adult volunteers 
were engaged on the project 
and more than 50 young people 
—mainly local school children 
—gave up their spare time to 
help. A boy from Manchester 
Grammar School assisted the 
editor, a group of girls from 
Loreto Convent gave up a day 
of their Easter holidays to 
check information, and others 
tramped the streets of Man- 
chester armed with survey 
forms, to measure door ways, 
count steps and so on. 


Information 


The result is that handicap- 
ped people no longer have to 
wonder which buildings and 
shops are accessible to them. 
All the information required is 
contained in the Guide. 

Manchester Youth and Com- 
munity Service has even taken 
the project further. It points 
out that a complete survey of 
all buildings in Manchester 
would be virtually impossible. 
However it has offered to make 
a special survey of buildings 
not included in the Guide, free 
of charge, on the request of a 
disabled. person. 


Home for a week 


A FEW polythene fertiliser 
bags and a dried up dyke. 
That was home to ex-soldier 
Mr. Trevor Jepson and his three 
children — one of whom is a 
spastic — for more than a 
week. 

The family became homeless 
when it left lodgings in March, 
Cambridgeshire. Mr. Jepson, 33 
drove to Dorset looking for ac- 
ecommodation, but he was un- 
successful. 

He returned to the March 
area, and began a long trek in 
search of a home. Meanwhile, 
the family lived in the dried up 
dyke, with the fertiliser bags 
hung over the branches of 
bushes for shelter. Their tem- 


Fire Extinguishers 
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porary home was eight feet 
long and only four feet six 
inches high. 

Hay provided a mattress for 
them to sleep on and a small 


paraffin stove gave them 
warmth and light, 
Now the family, including 


Margaret, 14, Walter 12, and 
Rita 7, the spastic, have moved 
into a caravan at Littleport. 
But Mr. Jepson said he travel- 
led 1,000 miles before he was 
able to find somewhere to live. 

Picture shows Mr. Jepson and 
his three children, in their 
makeshift home near March, 
Cambridgeshire. 

(Photo by courtesy of the 
Cambridgeshire Times). 


HEN she is not hard at work at her 
switchboard, pretty Penny Day, 22, of 
Droitwich, likes to sing. During the past 
three years Penny—who is a spastic—has 
sung at clubs, weddings and dances in her 
home town, and each time she has dona- 
ted the proceeds to St. Loye’s Training 
College for the Handicapped. 
It was at St. Loye’s that Penny trained 
to become a telephonist, and she feels that 
the help and encouragement she received 


at the college was. responsible for much 


of her present happiness. 


At first she 


underwent a shorthand typing course. 
But she switched to the telephonist’s 
course because she did not enjoy short- 
hand lessons. 

While at St. Loye’s she decided to take 
singing lessons, and continued the lessons 
after leaving college. 
performance was at an Ex-Servicemen’s 
Club in Worcester. During the past three 
years she has raised more than £100 for 
St. Loye’s by singing. 


Her first public 


(Photo by courtesy of the 
Worcester Evening News) 


PUTTING YOUR BEST 
FOOT FORWARD 


HE perpetual problem of 
shoes and their horrifying 
rate of wear is always with us. 
There seems to be no complete 
solution to the problem but a 
few substances can be applied 
to worn parts, and although 
they are not really ‘“spastic- 
proof” they do help. 

The fastest drying applica- 
tion is Acrylic which can be 
used on leather. Colour can be 
added to the powder mixture to 
match up with the shoes. Basic 
kit which includes one pound of 
self-hardening model plastic 
powder and half a pound of 
liquid plastic costs £1-16s, from 
North Hill Plastics Limited, 
Manley Court, Stoke Newington 
High Street, London, N. 16. 

Another variation is a very 
tough type of adhesive which 
comes in a twin pack of glue 
and hardener. These two must 
be mixed and applied to the 
places which can be anticipated 
to wear. Obviously it is best to 
apply it to new shoes before the 
rot sets in but it will cover 
later wear and tear. Drying 
takes about 36 hours. Small 
packs of Araldite are available 
from household or builders’ 
stores, at 6s. per kit, or in one 
pound tins (Araldite AV 100 
and hardener Hv 100) for 
£1-14s-6d. the two tins, from 
€.R.B.A. ARL Ltd., Duxford, 
Cambridge. 

A very tough surface is pro- 
vided by another substance 
which was evolved as a weather 
proofing for buildings. Its draw- 
pack is that it takes a long 
time to apply. If you put it on 
thickly it is inclined to crack, 
so four or five thin coats with a 
24-hour drying period in be- 


tween is required for reliable 
results. However, it has proved 
its worth in opposition to some 
of the toughest treatment I’ve 
met. This also comes in a twin 
pack which must be mixed just 
before application. The sub- 
stance is Tuftek from Maintain 
Ltd., High Street, Knaresbor- 
ough, Yorkshire. Smallest pack 
costs £5.18s. : 

Many heartfelt cries come 
from people requiring odd shoe 
sizes and there are a number of 


firms, who, at extra cost, pro- 
vide a service for them. A Bir- 
mingham firm undertakes the 
tricky job of converting a left 
shoe into a right shoe and vice 
versa, so that people with odd 
feet can buy two pairs of shoes, 
one pair to fit each foot. 

A leaflet concerning odd 
shoes suppliers is available 
from the Information Clerk, 
The Spastics Society, 16 Fitzroy 
Square, London, W.1. 
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FUN FINGERMAJIGS ARE ALL 


asian atom — 


2 Penny Sere {Groups told: 


take a 
broad view 


L0c4t Groups affiliated to 

The Spastics Society, 
should beware of becoming too 
parochial, said the Chairman of 
the North East Region’s Co- 
ordinating Committee, Mr. 
David Hewet. 


Speaking at the Region’s 
Annual Meeting and Confer- 
ence held at Harrogate, he said 
that groups should not be solely 
concerned with the problems 
of spastics in their own areas. 


They should take a_ broad 
view, and co-operate with 
Groups in other areas to im- 
prove conditions for spastics. 


The conference was attended 
by more than 130 pecple from 
Northumberland, Durham and 
Yorkshire. They came from as 
far north as Newcastle and as 
far south as Hull. 


Problems 


Among the speakers was Dr. 
Ron Firman, Vice-Chairman of 
the Association of 62 Clubs, 
who gave a thought provoking 
account of the social problems 
of the spastic adult. Dr. Firman 
is himself a spastic and was 
therefore able to speak from 
first hand experience. 


Mr. K. Johnson, Assistant 
Secretary for The Scottish 
Council for the Care of Spas- 
tics, spoke of the closer cq 
operation between his organi- 
sation and The Spastics Society. 


Co-operation 


“During the past year there 
has been much more ‘together- 
ness’ between the two organisa- 
tions,” he said. “People from 
The Spastics Society have visi- 
ted our establishments in Scot- 
land, and I have been able to 
visit many English Centres. We 
have common problems and by 
mutual co-operation we can 
help to solve them more 
quickly.” 


A slide lecture on the com- 
prehensive assessment of the 
handicapped child was given 
by Dr. Trevor Wright, Con- 
sultant Physician for handi- 
capped children. 


The Conference was presided 
over by Dr. J. S. Thorp, of the 
Department of Applied Physics 
and Electronics at the Univer- 
sity of Durham. 


THE RAGE 


A toy designed to help spastic 
children develop the use of their 
fingers, has become al] the rage 
in America, And the English com- 
pany which produces the toy— 
called a Fingermajig—is working 
flat out to keep pace with the 
U.S. demand. 

Trendon Ltd., of Old Malton, 
began producing Fingermajigs 
after the firm’s Managing Direc- 
tor, Mr. Bryan Fisher, visited 
Helsinki recently. Finnish design 
student Jorma Vennola showed 
him the toy, and Mr. Fisher 
spotted its commercial value. Now 
his company has won an Ameri- 
can order for 100,000 of them. 
The Fingermajig consists of a ball 
into which ten ‘‘fingers” contain- 
ing foam rubber pads, are inser- 
ted. It will be on sale in Britain 
shortly at 5s. Above: Miss Mary 
Owen, of Trendon Ltd., toying 

with a fingermajig. 
“is oth ht-altharbny sire 
‘arkshire Evening Press). 
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News from the Appliances Officer 


RS. S. Wilson, the Matron of Penderels, the residential home 
: for spastics, owned by the Coventry and District Spastics 
Society, tells me that the Ambulift Hoist and Chair System plays 
an important part in the running of the home, 

The Ambulift effortlessly allows the transport of 12 out of 
the 18 of the spastics at Penderels, from wheelchair to bath or 
bed, by only one attendant. Of the remaining six, only two require 
the use the Ambulift and they need additional help to get from 
their wheelchairs on to the Ambulift system. 


Photo 1: 


Photo 2: Ann hoisted with 
chair allowing the wheels and 
frame to be removed from the 
Seat. 


Photo 3: Ann is lowered into 
e bath — for demonstration 
purposes only! 


Photo 4: Mrs. Jordan shows 
how one person can easily help 
the severely handicapped into 
bed by using this system. Her 
left hand is holding one of the 
armrests which folds up and 
over the back out of the way. 


Photo 5: Ann illustrates the 
use of the wall hand rails on 
which 12 of the residents haul 
themselves out of the wheel- 
chairs, giving enough time for 
the attendant to replace the 
wheelchair with the Ambulift 
Seat and Hoist. 


If you have any further 
questions on this system please 
write to: Information on Aids 
and Appliances, 16 Fitzroy 
Square, London W.1. 


a  . 


Mrs. Jordan, the Senior Housemother, bringing 
nn Muggleton (a patient model) up to the Ambulift in the 
eat with wheelchair frame especially designed for the system. 
his seat can be put over the lavatory for use as a commode. 


Staff voice at 
head office 


The head office staff of The 
Spastics Society have recently 
elected a Staff Committee to 
represent them at Park Cres- 
cent. Officers are: Chairman, 
M. H. Reynolds; Vice- 
Chairman, A. N. W. Griffiths; 
Secretary, Mrs. C. A. Clifton, 


“We are not a trade union or 
anything like that,” said Mr, 
Reynolds, ‘but we believe the 
voice of the staff should be 
heard at Park Crescent. We 
will comment on conditions of 

_ service, recruitment, staff 
amenities and other domestic 
matters. In this way we hope we 
can play our part to make the 
Society an even more effective 
force.” 


Getting into and out of 
vehicles can present some 
extremely difficult problems 
for the severely disabled. 
But the Joint Committee on 
Mobility for the Disabled 
has published a report on 
aids and appliances which 
make this operation more 
simple. 


The report points out that 
manhandling of a severely 
disabled person by another 
person can be dangerous. 
Lifters can easily strain 
their backs, and end up. dis- 
abled themselves. 


£24,000 CENTRE 


PLANNED FOR 
CORNWALL 


HE Cornish Spastics So- 
ciety is to build a new 

£24,000 Centre in Truro, it was 
announced at the Group’s an- 
nual general meeting recently. 


Mr. Philip Varco, Group 
Chairman, told the meeting 
“There is no doubt. the 
physiotherapy and treatment of 
spastic children in Cornwall 
has been inadequate.” But, 
he went on, this was now going 
to be changed. A Rehabilitation 
and Assessment Centre was to 
be built as soon as possible 
next year. Here the children 
would be examined and closely 
observed so that their parents 
could be advised as to the best 
form of treatment for them. 


Children would then go for 
treatment, mostly at hospitals 
in the West, except for a few 
specialist treatments, to be car- 
ried out at the new Centre. 


It is estimated that the pro- 
ject will cost around £24,000. 
The Group still has to raise 
approximately: £10,000 of this, 
quite apart from its other com- 
mitments. 


Employment Moves 
and News 


Reet employment news 
and moves are. as 
follows (training centres in 
brackets) :— 


ARTHUR BATTEN from 
Portsmouth is employed 
locally as a machine operator. 


CHRISTINE BINKS from 
Hockley Heath (Sherrards) is 
working as a trainee assembler 
at Messrs. Joseph Lucas Ltd., 
in Birmingham, 


ALEXANDER BOWIE from 
Hammersmith is employed as 
a hospital porter. 


RANSFORD CAMPBELL 
from Stockwell (Sherrards) 
has a new job and is now 
working as a capstan operator 
for a fitm in Brixton Hill. 


MALCOLM CLAPHAM from 
Wakefield (Lancaster) is 
working locally as a warehouse 
assistant. 


GEOFFREY COSTA from 
Starcross (Lancaster) is doing 
clerical work for a firm in 
Exeter. 


JOHN CROSBY from Crickle- 
wood (Sherrards) has a new 
job and is now working as a 
handyman for a firm of build- 
ing contractors. 

CHRISTOPHER DAVIES 
from Newton Abbot has a 
new job and is working locally 
as a maintenance clerk. 

LINDA DAVIES from Kings 
Pyon, Hereford, is working in 
the packing department of a 
local factory. 


VICTOR DIX from Flitwick 
(Lancaster) is employed as a 
machine operator in Bedford. 


PATRICIA FROST from 


Lytham St. Annes (Sherrards) 
is working locally as a 
machinist for a firm of foot- 
wear and clothing manufac- 
turers. 


CHRISTOPHER GODLIMAN 
from Harpenden (Sherrards) 
is working locally as a capstan 
operator. 

CATHERINE KELLY from 
St. Helens (Lancaster) has a 


new job locally as a bakehouse 
assistant. 


ELAINE SMETHURST from 
Bolton (Lancaster) is working 
as a clerk/telephonist, 


JOHN WILLS from Bradford 
(Lancaster) is working as a 
machine operator at Remploy. 


+l! 


Help for disabled on driving 


problems 


It describes sliding boards 
and mechanical hoists which 
take most of the back break- 
ing work out of transferring 
the disabled from  wheel- 
chair to vehicle. And it tells 
of car and van adaptations, 
to accommodate the dis- 
abled person while sitting 
in his wheelchair. 


There is little help from 
the Department of Health 


in providing vehicles for 
people who are too disabled 
to drive themselves, says 
the report. And no grants 
are available for purchasing 
and adapting their own ve- 
hicles: Neither is any road 
tax exemption made for 
these people, and they have 
to pay tax on petrol and 
purchase tax on vehicles 
just the same as able bodied 
motorists. 


Equipment for severely 
disabled people and their 
cars is described in the re- 
port, including revolving 
seats and seats which slide 
sideways until they are out 
of the car. 


Seat pads, to relieve pres- 
sure from sitting for long 
periods, are also listed in 
the report. 


Copies of the report may 
be obtained from the Joint 
Committee on Mobility for 
the Disabled, at the Spastics 
Society Headquarters, 12, 
Park Crescent, London, W.1. 


Swannie loves the 


fund raising life 


When Mr. Sam Brown opened 
his grounds at Elms Farm, near 
Leicester, to raise money for spas- 
tic and diabetic children, there 
was a very special bird ready to 
meet the guests. She is 
“Swannie’’, and how the visitors 
loved her. 


But a few months ago, Swannie 
had some less friendly visitors. 
They were vandals, who savagely 
attacked her on the River Soar at 
Thurmaston, and left her bleed- 
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ing and half dead. Good Samari- 
tan Mr. Maurice Bottom of 
Leicester, took her in, amputated 
part of her wing and saved her 
life. 

Now Swannie is completely 
recovered and has been given a 
permanent home at Mr. Brown's 
farm, where there are many other 
water fowl to keep her company. 

Above: Swannie poses with Mr. 
Maurice Bottom, the man who 
nursed her back to health. 

(photo by courtesy of the 
Leicester Mercury). 
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TRIPLE 
WAY 10 
£1,000 


ANCING teacher, Miss A. 
Monzani, who numbers 
The Queen and Princess Mar- 
garet among her former pupils, 
recently presented a cheque for 
nearly £1,000 to The Spastics 
Society. The cheque was re- 
ceived on behalf of the Society 
by Mr. Derek Lancaster-Gaye, 
Assistant Director - (Ser- 
vices). 

Miss Monzani, from Chesham 
Bois, Buckinghamshire, raised 
the money in three ways. She 
held a dancing display, organ- 
ised a sponsored walk, and 
staged a Spastics Games Ball. 

The Ball was very successful, 
and Miss Monzani now plans to 
make it an annual event. Leslie 
Crowther, Chairman of the 
Stars Organisation for Spastics, 
starred in the cabaret, and 
guests were treated to home 
made wine, specially brewed by 
Miss Monzani. 


ALPHABET 
BOOKS 

Mary Chubb 
& Jill Wyatt 


A gay, exciting series of 
histories of the ancient world- 
for children of 9 to 13. 


Just published 


An Alphabet of 
Assyria and 
Babylonia 


An authoritative text and illu- 
strations in full colour des- 
cribe the history and culture 
of the ancient peoples who 
lived by the Euphrates and 
Tigris thousands of years be- 
fore Christ, and show how 
their legends came to be 
adopted by the writers of 
the Old Testament. 

28s. net 


Already available 
An Alphabet of Ancient 
Egypt. 


An Alphabet of Ancient 
Greece: — 


Book 1—Early Days 


Book 2—The Golden 
Years. 


Each 25s. net. 
Details from: 
GEOFFREY BLES 
52 Doughty Street, 

London, W.C.1. 
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One push — and it’s time to 
start all over again 


A Penthouse Pet pushed a pile of precious pennies for 
spastics . . . Glamorous Janet Pearce, 18, at the Lion Hotel, 
ee a Kent. Licensees Mr. and Mrs. R. Read look on. 


(Photo courtesy Kent Messenger) 


It took nine months for customers at the Halfway House, 
Rame, to build up this pile of pennies. But it took only a 
few seconds for Mrs. Dee Williams, Mayor of Penryn, to 
knock it down again. The pile contained £75 for The 
Spastics Society. However, extra contributions from local 
traders brought the figure up to a round £100. 


(Photo by courtesy of the Falmouth Packet) 
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Mount pool 


will soon 


be ready 


NEW £10,000 swimming 

pool and _ hydrotherapy 
complex is nearing completion 
at The Mount, The Spastics 
Society’s Family Help Unit in 
Nottingham. 

The pool is the result of the 
generosity of a former local 
restaurant. owner, Mrs, Mabel 
King, who donated the money 
shortly before she died last 
June. Particulars of the gift are 
revealed in her recently- 
published will. 

Mrs. King first became aware 
of spastics through her house- 
keeper, who had a handicapped 
son, but it was not until she 
took a party of spastic children 
on a river trip that the extent 
of the problem in Nottingham 
was fully brought home to 
her. 

The pool is one of the most 
modern of its type in the coun- 
try. It measures 22 ft. by 15 ft. 
and has a stepped floor, going 
down from 2 ft. 6in. in depth to 
Salle 

The builders were able to 
keep within the £10,000 budget 
because most of the work was 
done either free of charge or at 
reduced rates. 

The pool will be officially 
opened later this year at a 
special ceremony which Mrs. 
King requested should be main- 
ly for the children. 


the week 


that was at Drummonds 


N° sooner had the excitement of the Royal Opening at Drum- | 
monds died away, than the staff were hard at work again 
preparing for a folk singing festival at the Centre at Feering, 


Essex. It took place two days after the Royal visit. 


Ardent folk fans from as far 
away as Norwich, Burnham and 
Saffron Walden arrived by the 
ecachload to listen to their 
favourite folk singers. It was 
estimated that a total of 500 
people attended the festival. 

Singers included Diz Disley, 
Alex Atterson, Shirley Collins, 


£14-14-0 p & p 5/- 


Now you can benefit from the 
sun's natural health-giving infra- 
red and ultra-violet rays in your 
own home! Just a few minutes 
a day is all you need to get a 
beautiful tan, 


I Write now for full information or 1 
[ot tec lea a j | Michael Chapman, Johnny Silvo 
Patri pssst ondencsuavccascanpantavanses and Dave Moses, all of whom 
DEA SErbA Rind WILE cis cocnianinsdsey ' have recorded folk songs. They 
were supported by _ local 
singers. 

A large marquee was put up 
in the grounds at Drummonds 


so that the festival could be 
held under cover in case of 
bad weather. One of the work- 
shops was turned into a bar 
and barbecue for the event. 
“The festival was a great 
success, both socially and artist- 
ically,” said Mr. Raymond 
Smith, Warden at Drummonds. 
“We held a previous festival at 
Prested Hall, before Drum- 
monds was completed, and that 
was am even bigger success. 
“Now we plan to make the 
folk festival an annual event,” 
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POOL: NEW BENEFITS TO 
REPLACE MERIT 
COMPETITION 


FrOLLOWING the verdict given at Bristol Magistrates’ 

Court on October 15th that the merit competition run 
by Regional Club Organisation Ltd., and administered by 
Regional Pool Promotions Ltd. infringed the 1963 Betting, 
Gaming and Lotteries Act, the following statement was 
issued by Douglas Arter, Chairman of Regional Pool Pro- 


motions Ltd.: 


“This decision applies only to 
the merit competition which is 
part of a number of competi- 
tions which we run for our 
members within the framework 
of their subscription to “The 
Spastics,” Britain’s biggest char- 
ity competition, which has 
several million members. 


“Although the merit compe- 
tition must now be withdrawn, 
members will not lose, for we 
shall immediately introduce 
alternative benefits which will 
prove just as popular. And the 
change in no way affects our 
other football competitions and 
various benefits for Spastic 
League Club members which 
will continue as before. 


“Since Regional Poo] Promo- 
tions started 12 years ago, 
members have given’ over 
£23,000,000 to charity covering 
nearly 1,000 good causes — 
handicaps of all kinds, illnesses, 
homes, schools and social ser- 
vices. Some misleading impres- 
sions were given during the 
hearing about our various out- 
goings. The facts are that we 
receive £320,000 each week 


from members of the Spastic - 


League Club who pay a weekly 
subscription of 1s. 6d. Of this 
the taxman receives the largest 
share —no less than £91,000; 
charity receives £48,000; com- 
mission, expenses, administra- 
tion amount to £84,000; and 
members receive premium 


bonds, other prizes and gifts 
and free insurance all worth 
about £85,000. These are in 
addition to £11,500 paid out on 
the merit competition.” 


“Denied help” 


Mr. W. A. Burn, Chairman 
of The Spastics Society, said: 

“The Society obtains about 
half its annual income from the 
competitions administered by 
Regional Pool Promotions Ltd. 
and thousands of handicapped 
people owe their chance in life 
to the generosity of the mem- 
bers and the promoters. Many 
more are still being denied 
help, however, for we are vic- 
tims of the huge slice of betting 
duty which goes each week to 
the Customs and Excise. 


“The Society has had to cut 
back its expansion plans while 
long queues of spastics want 
its help. Now, more than ever 
before, we need The Spastics 
competition and I appeal to all 
our friends to continue their 
support and help to find new 
members.” 


Scented help 


Schoolgirls Diane Kilvington 
and Elizabeth Fewell of Hull, 
Yorkshire, even made their 
own perfume to sell at a fete 
which they ran in aid of spas- 
tics. They sent £5 10s. to the 
local Spastics Society. 


Handy for 


snacktime 


One pair of hands is not al- 


ways enough if you are a 
wheelchair user, especially 
when it comes to taking a 


snack in hospitals, clinics, 
railway waiting rooms and so 


on. With a plate of sand- 
wiches in one hand, a cup of 
tea in the other, and a copy 
of “Spastics News” on your 
lap, you can be well and 
truly stuck. 


Now a Birmingham company 


has come to the rescue with 
a tough fibre tray that can 
quickly and easily be fitted 
to a wheelchair. The tray 
has a raised rim all round 
and is supported by a chrom- 
ium plated tubular arm se- 
cured by a simple clamp 
bracket to the arm of the 


chair. It ean be swivelled 
. from side to front, and lifted 


out when not required. 


Makers of the tray are 


Kimberley-Bingham & Co. 
Ltd. Its retail price is £2 5s. 


Now-the world’s finest wheelchairs 


weigh as little as2 7 


Imagine a wheelchair so light that a child can lift it, 
that folds to less than 10” wide and is superbly 
made for outstanding comfort and performance. You 
are thinking of a new Everest & Jennings 


folding lightweight wheelchair, 


This new range of Everest & Jennings folding 
wheelchairs has been expertly designed to weigh only ~ 

slightly more than half the weight of ordinary 

wheelchairs, yet to embody all the advantages 
which have made Everest & Jennings 


wheelchairs world famous. 


ALL EVEREST & JENNINGS LIGHTWEIGHT 
‘WHEELCHAIRS HAVE 
“THESE OUTSTANDING ADVANTAGES : 


Design Whatever your disability, you will find 
an E. & J. wheelchair which has been designed 
to meet exactly your special requirements. 


Comfort All E. & J. Wheelchairs give absolute © 
comfort because shocks are controlled. Uphol- 

stery is in tough nylon to prevent sagging and 

discomfort. 

Strength Each E. & J. wheelchair has an all 

steel frame and cross-bars and is perfectly 

balanced to give many years of trouble-free use. 

Only E. & J. wheelchairs are chromium-plated 

with Grade-I severe service nickel chrome. 


Mobility AIL E. & J. wheelchairs are designed 
to give effortless movement and control. Wheels 
have double ball bearings for the smoothest 
ride. 

Guarantee All E. & J. wheelchairs carry a 18, 
months guarantee. 
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“mt Please accept 
LIGHTWEIGET DETACHABLE ARMS MODEL : | this invitation 
Allows close approach to desk, table or work- 


You are invited to send, without 
bench and is tticular ap) to those in 
business. Fitted with combined wheel and ! obligation, for a colour brochure which 


hand-rims or alternatively with pneumatic | gives details of the complete range of 


Has patented combined wheels and hand- 
rims: Swinging detachable footrests, Also 
available with pneumatic tyred wheels 
and separate hand-rims. 


8CCLW20-12-76 


LIGHTWEIGHT CAR TRANSIT MODEL 

‘This model has heavy duty pneumatic tyres to 
absorb all shocks and jolts. Folds to 9” wide 
and 25" long, without the swinging detachable 


i Pe ee I Everest & Jennings folding lightweight 
| wheelchairs. Please write to: 
| | oer Hae, 1618 Bromton Road, 
er House, 7m) 
' ' London SW3 
Manufactured by H Name «.secrsegeenssccsccosednncncesnavacseesastannses 
Zimmer Orthopaedic Ltd., London Offices & Showrooms, | n : 
176-178 & 134 Brompton Road. S.W.3. Telephone: 01-584 6416. 1 AAreSS ...crererererreccoverereesesrensonares eeankee 
Birmingham Showrooms, Theatre Approach, Smallbrook gactramanees Sie me 


Ringway, Birmingham 5. Telephone; 021-643 1324, 
Also; Bridgend, Glamorgan, G.B, : 
1) F> 
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SPASTICS NEWS 


found for 
subnormal ? 


N R. RICHARD CROSSMAN deserves the support of the 

general public in his efforts to improve conditions in 
subnormality hospitals, but time and lack of money are 
against him. This was stated by the Director of The 
Spastics Society, Mr. James Loring when he addressed 
the Bristol Association for Mental Health. 


“Any substantial building 
programme would take at least 
two to three years to get under 
way and in the meantime, the 
position is deteriorating, and 
hospital staffs are becoming in- 
creasingly restive. 


“The Secretary of State is 
not helped by the crude and 
defensive Public Relations ex- 
ercises by hospital boards. 
Their P.R. is of the loud hailer 
variety and just about as effec- 
tive. Staff in subnormality 
hospitals need a P.R. policy 
which would tell the public 
about the good work done-in the 
hospitals rather than encour- 
age a focus on the bad. 


Petty sums 


“Will Mr. Crossman get the 
£200 million which will be re- 
quired over the next five years? 
Or will he be forced to raid 
other sectors of the National 
Health Service for petty sums 
which would not, in any Case, 
provide more than a fraction of 
the money needed to provide 
reasonable conditions for the 
subnormal? 


“What is urgently needed is 
a firm and immediate decision 
to transfer those subnormal 
children who are not in need of 


treatment, out of big institu- 


tions into smaller units. Some 
of them could be transferred to 
children’s or general hospitals, 
but the long term answer is for 
small hostels in the commu- 
nity. 


Interest charges 


“Unfortunately, local authori- 
ties canot afford to build them. 
They are often prevented from 
doing so by massive interest 
charges which, in some cases, 
work out at as much as £5 per 
week per child for 30 years. 


“Add these debts to the cost 
of building a hostel and caring 
for the children and you can 
see why authorities are de- 
terred. But the money must be 
found to provide a family-type 
home for these unfortunate 
children who are the responsi- 
bility of us all.” 


Ladies help Spastics 


Members of Poole, Dorset, 
Ladies Circle have presented 
£35 to the local spastics centre. 
The money will be paid into a 
fund for buying educational 
aids such as tape recording 
equipment. 


Problems — 
biggest and 


EGIONAL Pool Promo- 

tions Ltd. have agreed 
to sponsor National Spastics 
Games again this year. This 
was announced by chairman, 
Mr. Douglas Arter, at the 
firm’s annual dinner at 
Bristol. 


In speaking of the great suc- 
cess of last year’s event, Mr. 
Arter referred to the wonder- 
ful way in which the various 
competitors had met the chal- 
lenge and triumphed. It had 
afforded his company. the 


greatest satisfaction to be able 
to sponsor such an occasion and 
he thanked all the competitors 


Man in the middle of the bevy of beauty is $.0.S. member Don Moss. 


for the tremendous effort they 
had put into their events. 


Long battle 


Welcoming the guests, Mr. 
Arter mentioned S.0.S. 
representatives Avril Angers 
and Don Moss. He paid tribute 
to the great help given to 
R.P.P. by the Stars Organisa- 
tion for Spastics when a num- 
ber of its members marched on 


_ The girls are the “Miss Top Ten” finalists and their mini ‘‘dresses”’ are 


> 


football jerseys. ’ 


ut sti 


Downing Street as part of the 
Society’s betting duty tax pro- 
test and obtained widespread 
publicity. 


Reviewing the year, Mr. Ar- 
ter referred to the unfortunate 
outcome of the long legal battle 
with Customs and Excise when 
Top Ten Promotions lost their 
final appeal at the House of 
Lords, and he spoke of the 
drop in membership which 
had inevitably occurred during 
the years of uncertainty cover- 
ing the various stages of the 
case. 


In spite of the difficulties 
and problems consequent upon 
heavy betting duty payments, 
he said, their competition and 
benefits were still by far the 
biggest and best. He was op- 
timistic about the success of 
the promotion drive now being 
launched through the World 
Cup Competition, and in other 
ways, to win new members all 
over the country. He appealed 
to all to give their. maximum 
support to this campaign for 
their very future depended 
upon it. 


Vital task 


“Since the inception of the 
competition over £23 million 
has been given to charity, a 
figure of which we are justly 
proud. The Spastics Society and 
many other good causes are 
dependent upon us for financial 
help and it is vital to maintain 
this on the largest possible 
scale.” 


After Mr. Arter’s speech, 


- Don Moss compered the annual | 


ll the 


best 


contest to choose Miss Top Ten 
—the firm’s personality girl of 
the year. The judges were F. 
Murray Milne, Chairman; Tina 
Peel Yates, National Charity 
Princess for 1969 and a mem- 
ber of The Spastics Society 
Staff; Carol Ann Bull, National 
Charity Queen for 1969; Mike 
Towers, head of outside broad- 
casts Harlech T.V.; and Clive 
Chapman, feature writer on 
“TV. Times.” 


The twelve contestants ap- 
peared in novel attire — jer- 
seys presented by some famous 
football clubs. The jerseys were 
raffled afterwards by Don Moss 
to raise money for the local 
spastics group to enter next 


year’s Charity Queen Con- 
test. 

The winner was. Linda 
Waltho in the Cardiff City 


Colours, second was Jacqueline 
Povey in a Blackpool jersey, 
and third Diane Bean represen- 
ting West Ham United. 


These three girls and the 
other finalists will represent 
R.P.P. throughout the year at 
various occasions particularly 
those connected with charitable 
projects such as the 1970 Na- 
tional Charity Queen and Na- 
tional Charity Princess Con- 
tests and the National Spastics 
Games. We shall be hearing 
more of them. 


£10,000 for Society 


The late Mr. Henry Hugh 
Darlington, a Northumberland 
builder, has left all his prop- 


erty, amounting to £10,000, to | 


The Spastics Society. 


Gift from sailors 


NOVEMBER, 1969 


Will money be A// this — and Christmas 


WPS 


cards 
too 


RABELLA — the young 

lady in the picture — is 
feeling particularly pleased 
with herself just now. Novem- 
ber is only just upon us, but 
already she has done all her 
Christmas shopping and chosen 
all her Christmas cards. 


“TI always buy my cards from 
Spastics Cards Ltd., of Iver, 
Iduckinghamshire,” she said. 
“They offer such an exciting 
range, and do you know that 
some of the cards have been 
specially designed to he 
printed by spastics themselves, 
in The Spastics Society’s work- 
shops?” 


Trees too 


But cards are by no means 
the only Christmas commodity 
marketed by Spastics Cards 
Ltd. There is also gaily decor- 
ated wrapping paper, parcel 
tags, special cardboard gift 
wraps, boxes of notelets, Christ- 
mas trees and calendars. Ara- 
bella is particularly fond of the 
mobile Advent Calendar in 
three dimensions, with a choice 
of either a crib or a zoo scene. 


Because she is a particularly 
popular member of the toddler 
set, Arabella receives simply 
dozens of cards each year — so 
many that until recently she 
did not know what to do with 
them all. “Then Spastics Cards 
came to the rescue with their 
card holders,” she said. “Such a 
neat idea. For 2s. 11d. you 
receive 12 attractive cardboard 
holders which slot together to 
hang on your wall. They will 
hold up to 36 cards. 


you read 


It’s not often that you get 
something for nothing. But 
guests at the Royal Victoria 
Hotel, Lianberis, Wales, re- 


Picture book 


“Another Spastics Cards pro- 
duct which quite took my fancy 
was the Gift Book of Nursery 


ceive a free mewspaper Rhymes. Of course I can’t read 
every morning. ‘ 
Mad. hes acheine Golan yet, but the pictures are simply , 


gorgeous.” 


Christmas cards, gifts and ac- 
cessories can be bought from 
Group Charities shops, Charity 
Christmas Card Council Sales 
Displays, at many stationers 
and stores throughout Britain, 
from The Spastics Society, 12 
Park Crescent, London, W.1., 
or from Spastics Cards Ltd. 3-5 
Drayton Green Road, West 
Ealing, London W.13. 


helped to raise almost £150 
for spastics. For residents 
who offer to pay for their 
morning paper are asked to 
donate the money to charity. 

During the 10 years in 
which the scheme has been 
operating, more than £1,000 
has been raised for various 
charities, including £150 for 
spastics. 


es 
ship’s engine room staff to buy 
a special hoist for lifting spastics 
at the Trengweath Centre. we 


A cheque for £70 is presented to 
Mr. Eugene O’Brien of the 
Plymouth Spastics Association by 

Chief Petty Officer Michael ~ 
Hodgen (right) of H.M.S. Eagle. . 
The money was collected by the Independent, Plymou & 
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